ABSTRACT 

A vessel incorporating an improved article support surface for supporting an 
article, such as a food product, during processing (e.g., baking, thawing or freezing), 
has a surface for supporting a food product or another article and a pattern is formed 
or otherwise incorporated in the article supporting surface. The pattern incorporated 
into the support surface is comprised of a raised portion and a low portion or valley 
and combine to define or create a pocket underneath the supported article or food 
product in which air circulates or flows during processing. In a preferred embodiment 

various shapes of baking sheets incorporating a "pebble-grain pattern" is embossed on 

♦ 

a metal sheet and the embossed metal sheet is then formed into the desired shape. / 
The sheets are constructed of various aluminum alloys used in the food equipment 
industry including, but not limited to, 3003, 3004 or 5052 aluminum alloys. 
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